
                                  
 

Annex B 
 

SCRUTINY TOPIC REGISTRATION FORM 
  

 
SUGGESTED TITLE OF TOPIC 
 
Highways Maintenance Procurement Process & PFI 

 
ABOUT YOU   Please fill in as many of the details as you are able to.   

 
Title (delete as applicable):  Mr  Mrs  Miss  Ms  
 
Other please state: Councillor 
 
 
First Name: Tracey   

 
Surname: Simpson-Laing 

 
Address:  
21 Salisbury Road 
Leeman Road 
York 
YO26 4YN 
 
 
 
  

 
Daytime Phone: (01904) 640947 
 
 

Evening Phone: (01904) 640947 
 
 

Email: cllr.tsimpson-laing@york.gov.uk 



Are You   (delete as applicable)    

• A Resident of York    
 

• A Visitor  
 

• A City of York Councillor 
 

• A City of York Council Employee  
 

• A Representative of a Voluntary Organisation or Charitable Trust    
(if YES please tell us the organisations title and your relationship to the 
organisation below )    

 
 

• Other (please comment)  
 
 
  

 
YES /   
 

/ NO 
 

YES /  
 

/ NO 
 

/ NO 
 
 
 

 
ABOUT YOUR PROPOSED TOPIC 
Please write your responses to as many of the questions below as  you are able to.   
 
WHY  DO YOU THINK THIS TOPIC IS IMPORTANT?  
 
-Represents major potential savings to the Council which were identified in the original 
proposals in 2003. 
 
-There have been major delays to this process which have not been properly accounted 
for and which the Labour Group estimates could amount to around £670’000 in lost 
savings. 
 
- Need to understand how proposed PFI project will potentially give York a better deal 
compared with the above ‘scheme’. 
 
- Look at consequences of PFI – long term financial consequences, value, management, 
staffing. 
 
- Review Officers latest work on Procurement to so that it can ascertained if it is robust to 
immediately implement if the PFI either fails or is deemed not viable by CYC 
 



 
DO YOU KNOW  IF THIS TOPIC IS IMPORTANT TO OTHER PEOPLE? IF SO, WHO 
AND WHY?   
-The issue is in the interest of the Council tax payer in terms of lost savings and higher 
than necessary Council Tax rises due to the effect on the budget situation.  
 
- Potential of 25 year effect on Council budgets and how other services may be effected 
if the PFI process goes ahead 
 
 
WHAT DO YOU THINK SCRUTINY OF THIS TOPIC MIGHT CHANGE, DO OR 
ACHIEVE?  
-Hold officers to account for the delays in the procurement process and resultant lost 
savings. 
-Address the District Auditor’s concerns that the Authority still needs to establish a 
strategic procurement policy. 
-Establish an effective procurement strategy to ensure future procurement exercises are 
more effective. 
-Ensure a robust contengiency plan is in place is PFI bid fails or is not deemed viable. 
- Understand financial implications for the Council of a PFI bid for £305m. 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE IDEAS ABOUT THE APPROACH SCRUTINY MEMBERS MIGHT TAKE 
TO YOUR SUGGESTED TOPIC?  
 
-There is a need to understand the managerial decisions involved in the process, so a 
full review of the history of the process is required 
-Speak to officers about the decisions made and delays in the process 
-Examine best practice evidence from other local authorities who have established a 
more effective procurement practice. 
- See where the Council currently is in the process of procurement 
- Look at how PFI is being progressed in Portsmouth and Birmingham 
- Compare long term financial outcomes of a Procurement  vs PFI project for the city 
 
 
 
WOULD YOU BE HAPPY TO TALK TO SCRUTINY MEMBERS ABOUT YOUR 
PROPOSED TOPIC AT FORMAL MEETINGS?  
 
YES 
 
 



 
PLEASE ENCLOSE ANY SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS OR OTHER INFORMATION 
YOU FEEL MIGHT BE USEFUL BACKGROUND TO THE SUBMISSION OF THIS 
TOPIC FOR CONSIDERATION.  
 
 
 
OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU 
 
Thank you for proposing a new scrutiny topic.  As Members of the Scrutiny Management 
Committee and Scrutiny Boards we promise the following things;  
 

• To advise you of any meetings where a decision will be taken as to whether to 
progress your topic and invite you to attend 

 

• If Members would like you to speak in support of your topic at such meetings you will 
be notified and supported through the process by a Scrutiny Officer  

 

• If you do not wish to speak you do not have to; your choice will not influence fair 
consideration of your topic.  

 
Please return this form to the address below or send it by email.  If you want any more 
information about Scrutiny or submitting a new topic for consideration then please 
contact the Scrutiny Team. 
 
By Writing to: 
 
The Scrutiny Services Team  
C/o The Guildhall           
York 
YO1 9QN   
 
______________________________ 

  Or Email:  Scrutiny.services@york.gov.uk 
 
  Or Phone: 01904 552038 

For Scrutiny Administration Only  

 
Topic Identity Number  
 

 135 

Date Received  
 

  

SC1- date sent 


